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Question 1: Your boss just asked you to define nature as she wishes to include a park next to your workplace. Define nature and how would you address this issue of building a park next to a workplace as an element of nature.
Nature is all the animals, plants, and other things in the world that are not made by people. Nature is also all the processes and events that are not caused by people. Nature is something in its basic quality or character. Conserving nature has its own importance ranging from supporting life and also providing us with clean water and air to breathe.
Can nature be created? Man cannot create nature but can facilitate nature. This is because according to the definition of nature, nature is something which has not been interfered with by people. Nature is something in its natural state.
I would advise my boss to build a park next to the workplace. I base my advice on urbanization. Urbanization affects the physical environment through the impacts of the increasing number of people and their activities. Urbanization has negative consequences on health mainly due to pollution and overcrowded living conditions. Building a park next to the workplace is important because it will provide an open space where people can go and relax. A park will improve the workers physical and psychological health because of the clean air provided by the trees planted in the park. A park will also make the workplace attractive.
Question 2: Modernization theory (American Development Theory) is a rather difficult theory to accept, given the premises of this argument. Please explain this theory and defend its merits.
What is modernization theory? This is a theory used in explaining the process of modernization that a nation goes through as it transitions from a traditional society to a modern society. This theory emerged in the 1950s to explain how the industrial societies of North America and Western Europe developed. Critiques of this theory claim that modernization fails to account for the way the western nations relied on slave labor, colonization and theft of land and resources to provide wealth and resources needed for modernization.
The aim of modernization theory is to provide a non-communist solution to poverty in the developing world by suggesting economic changes in the form of capitalism and introduction of western values are the key roles in bringing about modernization.
Modernization theorists claim that cultural and economic barriers prevent traditional societies from developing. These cultural barriers include traditional beliefs, religious beliefs and collectivism. Economic barriers include lack of infrastructure, technology and skilled labor, political instability and lack of capital.
The merits of modernization include:
1. Improvement in the business. Modernization has brought about new technology which in turn has brought about new ways of carrying out business. It has also increased speed and accuracy of production.
2. Improvement in the communication sector. Computer and phones are invented rapidly allowing people to communicate which others around the world.
3. Modernization has also brought about better education to the people.
4. Modernization has also brought about culture exchange. People are now adopting new cultures which are beneficial to them.   
Question 3: When assessing risk, you notice that the federal government asks about the unknown unknowns. What are unknown unknowns and give an example of an unknown unknown?
What is risk? Risk is threat of damage, loss, liability or any other occurrence that is caused by either internal or external vulnerabilities and can be avoided through preemptive action. Unknown unknown are unidentified risks. Most unknown unknown are believed to be impossible to find or imagine. The federal government will ask you about the unknown unknown so that they can be identified and managed appropriately.
The unknown unknowns are usually hard to identify in a risk. Although they may be unidentifiable in a risk, they might be presumed likely in some component of the risk. A likely event cannot be thought to be unknown unknown because it is already identified but its consequences may fall into the category of unknown unknowns.
Classification of risk is based on level of knowledge about the occurrence of the risk and level of knowledge about the impact of the risk. The best method for managing unknown risks is measuring the consequences of unanticipated risk and allocating the required amount of reserve in dealing with the risk.
Example of unknown unknown event is when a political leader in a country is assassinated and the results are the country going into a political turmoil. This political turmoil brings about a lot of risk to the country as well as people’s lives. We will categorize this risk as unknown unknown.
Question 4: Define the following and give their geographic and political impact.
Friends of coal
It’s an advocacy company working with coal trade organizations. Its functions are to inform and educate people about the coal industry. It a controversial group because of its support for coal a product identified as environment polluters.
National Audubon Society
It is a non-profit organization created for conservation of birds, wildlife and healthy ecosystems. It is an influential conservation organization and conducts extensive work to protect the everglades and coastal bird habitats.
Mollisols and Global domination
Mollisols are dominant soil order of the North American Great Plains region. They are formed by accumulation of calcium-rich organic matter. It dominates most part of the world as it is found in Russia, Eastern Europe, China and South America. It is considered to be among the fertile soils on earth.
Horsepower
It is the power required to move 33,000 pounds a distance of one foot in one minute. It is also the measurement of engine power of a vehicle.
Tragedy of the commons
It is an economic problem in which every individual tries to reap the greatest benefit from a given resource. Critiques claim tragedy of the commons is used as a propaganda for private ownership.
Ogallala Aquifer
It refers to a shallow water table aquifer surrounded by sand, silt, clay and gravel located beneath the Great Plains in the United States. Researchers claim that the water could run dry. Without water from Ogallala aquifer there would be less irrigation and this will result in reduced irrigation and less economic activity.
Temperature inversion.
This is the reversal of the normal behaviour of temperature in the atmosphere. It plays a key role in determining cloud formation, precipitation and visibility.
Hubbert’s curve/Peak oil
It is a model that approximates the production rate of a resource over a period of time. Peak oil is a theorized point in time when maximum rate of extraction of petroleum is reached, after which it is expected to enter terminal decline. Peak oil is important because it marks the peak of production of cheap oil.










